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Description:

From Publishers Weekly The latest authors to capitalize on the CSI craze are well situated to add
something new to the literature. Hallcox and Welch run the National Forensic Academy, a state-of-
the-art, hands-on crime scene investigation school for people in law enforcement, but those
impressive credentials do not translate into a good read. Despite some interesting war stories, the
bulk of the book is an overly technical, step-by-step description of the course of study given to


http://red.wutf.space/books3/?pid=1002099159&d=20-10-01&dm=null

academy students ("The problem, however, is that ninhydrin is not reliable when it comes to the zinc
chloride process"), which is likely to glaze the eyes of all but the most die-hard fans of the genre. In
addition, the authors' failed efforts at sardonic humor ("Though there are probably a few people we
could think of to stick in front of a moving vehicle, our grant does not allow us to kill anybody"), and
clunky, florid phrasing ("With the first lightning strike of a tree witnessed by man, he has forever
been obsessed with this primordial heat") make what should have been a fascinating insider account
a hard slog. B&w photos. (Jan. 3)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This
text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

From With CSI: Crime Scene Investigation and its spin-offs dominating television ratings, interest in
forensic science has been on the rise. When the National Forensic Academy opened its doors,
administrators Hallcox and Welch were desperate for students; now they admit only police officers
and have three-year-long waiting lists. Their book outlines the 10-week program and shares with
readers the gritty reality of forensic work. The authors caution that the actual work is a lot less
glamorous than it looks on TV and often involves crawling through the mud or examining putrid
corpses. And nothing is as simple as it seems, from photographing crime scenes--where the details,
from film speed to lighting, are crucial--to processing evidence, which is selectively sent off to a
state lab to be dealt with. Students in the course also pay a visit to the infamous Body Farm, where
they examine and analyze decomposing corpses. Given the popularity of CSI and its many imitators,
many will find reading about the real science enlightening and engrossing. Kristine Huntley
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved --This text refers to an out of print or
unavailable edition of this title.
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