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Description:

As sociologist Elijah Anderson shows in the detailed and devastating Code of the Street, the
senseless crime in the inner city represents a complex, though ultimately self-defeating, set of social
mores. These mores, called "codes," stress a hyperinflated sense of manhood through verbal boasts,
drug selling, sexual prowess, and--ultimately--violence and death. "At the heart of the code is the
issue of respect," Anderson writes, "loosely defined as being treated 'right' or being granted one's
'props' (or proper due) or the deference one deserves." Anderson reveals a world where
unemployment is rampant, teenage pregnancy is common, and social and educational achievement is
viewed as "acting white." Although Anderson states that racism is a major factor for this condition,
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he notes that this type of behavior is further exacerbated by modern economic and political forces,
and that it has existed as far back as ancient Rome.

As an African American himself, Anderson moves through the middle- and lower-class Philadelphia
neighborhoods with ease, interviewing a variety of subjects, all of whom deal daily with
consequences of urban decay--from the high-achieving young woman who had to reject her poorer
relatives to better herself, to the former delinquent who tries to go straight after returning from
prison. For Anderson, these are the true heroes of Code of the Street: people who overcome the
temptations of the streets to help create a better space for the next generation. --Eugene Holley Jr. --
This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

From Publishers Weekly Not content to sugarcoat problems or to stockpile blame, Anderson
(Streetwise and A Place on the Corner) takes a piercing look at the complex issues surrounding
respect, social etiquette and family values in the multicultural neighborhoods along Philadelphia's
Germantown Avenue. A major artery of the city, the street reflects the vast social and economic
difficulties confronting many of the nation's urban centers. The book soars above other, similar
studies when the author takes on the so-called "code of the street" in black areas. A journalist and
professor of social sciences at the University of Pennsylvania, Anderson explores the differences
between the "decent" families and the "street" families that form the spine of the communities,
stressing the daily pressures that shape their choices and goals. He presents candid interviews with
such residents as Diane, a principled single mom with four sons, battling valiantly to keep her family
out of the trap of despair; Don, an aging gypsy cab driver and churchgoer; and Maggie, a dutiful
mother who falls victim to drugs. Some of the book's most compelling chapters deal with the high
cost of the drug culture and violence to the inhabitants of the inner city. Alternating between
straightforward narrative and interviews, and without pandering to racial stereotypes, Anderson
uncovers the confrontation between hard-working families struggling against tremendous odds to
preserve their dreams of a better life for their children and the code of the streetA"the thug
life"Athat is often the worst enemy of African-American communities. (Aug.)
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.
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