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Description:

Biological anthropologist Lionel Tiger, best known for developing the concept of male bonding in ,
offers what he calls "a chronicle of the decline of men and the ascendancy of women." If there were
a male counterpart to feminism--masculinism?--this is where it would be found. Profound social
changes over the last several decades are rooted in reproductive technology, which "has given
enormous general power to women that has been translated beyond the family sphere," says Tiger.
This is not an unequivocally positive development, he believes, and it has led to a slew of problems
that include general family breakdown. The book is occasionally alarmist, yet there is also a
freshness to its argument.

The Decline of Males is a nonsexist brief on behalf of men, and it includes a number of interesting
observations. As women play a larger role in public life, men are looking for new ways to be male.
"Perhaps the apparent explosion of interest in sports and pornography means that men are trying to
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find new outlets to express their inherent maleness, which they may feel otherwise obligated to
repress," writes Tiger. Several of his proposals are politically naive, but intriguing in how they blend
conservative and liberal ideas. Tiger, for example, thinks men should earn higher pay for the
children they have during a first marriage, and that unmarried women with children should receive
welfare without having to work. The Decline of Males will fascinate some readers and exasperate
others, yet all will agree it makes a unique intellectual contribution to the ongoing sex wars. --John J.
Miller --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

From Publishers Weekly Males have declined into bewildered, lonely creatures since "new and
effective contraceptive technology, controlled by women" and the "anti-male" discourse of feminism
have led to a pervasive social shift away from "male-centered production to female-centered
reproduction.” With the advent of the Pill, men have become from the "means of reproduction" and
the demand for abortion has risen. The ancient mammalian unit of mother and child has morphed
into a "bureaugamy," as single mothers find government assistance a more satisfying partner than a
confused male. Or so says anthropologist Tiger (Men in Groups, etc.), who claims that only
Darwinian biology can satisfactorily explain these changes and pities anyone foolish enough to
believe the "Christian Science about human behavior" known as gender studies and sociology. This
"psychosexual weather report" will delight those who find sociobiology convincing, but may vex
readers who want more than newspaper articles offered as science (118 references to the New York
Times alone). It may also be news to many women that they are "on the way to winning" the war
between the sexes and will soon dominate the world economic system. Somewhat paradoxically,
Tiger celebrates single mothers as the heroic vanguard of a new social order in the "human zoo," yet
proclaims that it is men who have been "liberated" by the women's movement. Although provocative,
his arguments won't withstand much serious scrutiny from points of view outside biology that may
not see humans as analogous to bats and tadpoles. Agent, Amanda Urban of ICM.
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