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Description:

Review (in full Bartleby the Scrivener: A Story of Wall Street) Short story by Herman Melville,
published anonymously in 1853 in Putnam's Monthly Magazine. It was collected in his 1856 volume
The Piazza Tales. Melville wrote "Bartleby" at a time when his career seemed to be in ruins, and the
story reflects his pessimism. The narrator, a successful Wall Street lawyer, hires a scrivener named
Bartleby to copy legal documents. Though Bartleby is initially a hard worker, one day, when asked to


http://red.wutf.space/books3/?pid=1081818083&d=20-10-02&dm=null

proofread, he responds, "I would prefer not to." As time progresses, Bartleby increasingly "prefers
not to" do anything asked of him. Eventually he dies of self-neglect, refusing offers of help, while
jailed for vagrancy. --

About the Author HERMAN MELVILLE (1819-1891) was born in New York City. Family hardships
forced him to leave school for various occupations, including shipping as a cabin boy to Liverpool in
1839--a voyage that sparked his love for the sea. A shrewd social critic and philosopher in his fiction,
he is considered an outstanding writer of the sea and a great stylist who mastered both realistic
narrative and a rich, rhythmical prose. He is best known for his novel Moby-Dick and the
posthumously published novella Billy Budd. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition
of this title.
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