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Description:

Cronon's history of 19th-century Chicago is in fact the history of the widespread effects of a single
city on millions of square miles of ecological, cultural, and economic frontier. Cronon combines
archival accuracy, ecological evaluation, and a sweeping understanding of the impact of railroads,
stockyards, catalog companies, and patterns of property on the design of development of the entire
inland United States to this date. Although focused on Chicago and the U.S., the general lessons it
teaches are of global significance, and a rich source of metaphors for the ways in which colonization
of physical space operates differently from, and similarly to, colonization of cyberspace. This is a
compelling, wise, thorough--and thoroughly accessible--masterpiece of history writ large. Very
Highest Recommendation.
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From Publishers Weekly In a fresh approach that links urban and frontier history, Cronon (
Changes in the Land ) explores the relationship between Chicago, 1848-1893, and the entire West,
tracing the path between an urban market and the natural systems that supply it. Examining
commodity flows--meat, grain, lumber--and the revolution in transportation and distribution, the
book chronicles changes in the landscape: cattle replace buffalo; corn and wheat supplant prairie
grasses; entire forests fall to the ax. Thus Wyoming cattle, lowa corn and Wisconsin white pine come
together in Chicago. City and countryside develop in tandem. Cronon notes that gateway cities are a
peculiar feature of North American frontier settlements and the chief colonizers of the Western
landscape. He compares the world of rural merchants in the pre- and post-railroad eras, and cites
the McCormack reaper works to illustrate the sale of manufactured goods to the hinterland. The
culmination of this dynamic period is in the Columbian Exposition of 1893. Readers interested in the
growth of capitalism will find this an engrossing study. Photos.
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