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Description:

From Publishers Weekly Faith offers an intelligent argument on behalf of Leslie Van Houten,
arguably the least culpable and most rehabilitated of the infamous "Manson girls." A Canadian
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criminology professor, Faith (Simon Fraser Univ.) has visited and corresponded with Van Houten
since 1972, when Faith was teaching at the institution where Van Houten was imprisoned. She felt
drawn to the three Manson women, whose death sentences were commuted that year, yet who were
kept in isolation until the late 1970s. Faith acknowledges the particular revulsion directed toward
the associates of Manson, but asserts that these women were "victims of a tortured boy who became
a murderous, controlling man... with a penchant for seducing and exploiting trusting, vulnerable
young women." Faith crisply summarizes Van Houten's descent from a promising middle-class young
woman into a drug- and sex-crazed member of Manson's Family; her peripheral, panicked
involvement in the murder of Rosemary LaBianca on the second night of Manson-ordered mayhem in
August 1969 is also detailed. Faith notes that as Van Houten began to withdraw her loyalty to
Manson, she became severely anorexic. In her narrative, Faith evokes the vanished world of hippie
idealism that became twisted into Manson's poisonous ideology, and writes persuasively about
collisions between gender, countercultural extremes and the criminal justice system. However, her
reliance on psychological explanations of the Family's rituals and crimes, and her clear editorial
eagerness to absolve the Manson women, may leave some readers unmoved by her argument that it
is time for Van Houten to be paroled. (June 25)Forecast: Faith's book will appeal to readers of
sociology, criminal justice and women's studies. Since it is a serious look at a former member of the
Manson Family, the publisher is pitching NPR for radio coverage and has announced an aggressive
first printing of 5,000 copies.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal Leslie Van Houten was an accomplice in Charles Manson's murder rampage
in August 1969. Saved from death by the temporary suspension of capital punishment, she remains
incarcerated, having been repeatedly denied parole. In this account of Van Houten's 30 years in
prison, Faith (criminology, Simon Fraser Univ.; Unruly Women: The Politics of Confinement and
Resistance), who taught Van Houten at the California Institution for Women, argues that it is now
time for her release. Faith describes Van Houten's personal growth, her remorse for the murders,
and her emotional separation from Manson. She also gives readers a perceptive sketch of Manson,
whose years in various institutions taught him how to manipulate others so that he could eventually
control the minds of his followers. When it comes to Van Houten's early life, however, Faith does not
appear to have as much information. True, Van Houten grew up in a time of cultural upheaval, but
why was her quest for a father figure so desperate? Why was she so taken in by Manson that she
could kill for him? After three decades in prison, Van Houten may be ready to return to society; it
will be up to the California parole board to decide. Recommended for public and academic libraries.
Frances Standiford, Green Haven Correctional Facility Lib., Stormville, NY
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.
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