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Description:

From Publishers Weekly Starred Review. Wright, a New Yorker writer, brings exhaustive research
and delightful prose to one of the best books yet on the history of terrorism. He begins with the
observation that, despite an impressive record of terror and assassination, post-WWarll, Islamic
militants failed to establish theocracies in any Arab country. Many helped Afghanistan resist the
Russian invasion of 1979 before their unemployed warriors stepped up efforts at home. Al-Qaeda,
formed in Afghanistan in 1988 and led by Osama bin Laden, pursued a different agenda, blaming
America for Islam's problems. Less wealthy than believed, bin Laden's talents lay in organization and
PR, Wright asserts. Ten years later, bin Laden blew up U.S. embassies in Africa and the destroyer
Cole, opening the floodgates of money and recruits. Wright's step-by-step description of these
attacks reveals that planning terror is a sloppy business, leaving a trail of clues that, in the case of
9/11, raised many suspicions among individuals in the FBI, CIA and NSA. Wright shows that 9/11
could have been prevented if those agencies had worked together. As a fugitive, bin Ladin's days as
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a terror mastermind may be past, but his success has spawned swarms of imitators. This is an
important, gripping and profoundly disheartening book. (Aug.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This
text refers to the edition.

From The Looming Tower may be the most riveting, informative, and "heart-stopping account" yet
of the men who shaped 9/11 (New York Times Book Review). The focus on individuals gives the book
its emotional punch, but it is also a narrative bold in conception and historical sweep. Lawrence
Wright conducted more than 500 interviews, from bin Laden's best friend in college to Richard A.
Clarke, Saudi royalty, Afghan mujahideen, and reporters for Al Jazeera. The result, while
evenhanded in its analysis of the complex motives, ideals, and power plays that led to 9/11, leaves
few nefarious details uncovered. An abrupt ending did little to sway critics that Looming Tower is
nothing less than "indispensable" reading (Cleveland Plain Dealer).
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