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Description:

From Publishers Weekly In rational, compassionate and honest language, Wicklund chronicles
more than 20 years as a medical doctor and women's health provider with a "fundamental
commitment to patients and to the cause of keeping reproductive rights safe and legal," a
commitment that would put herself and her family under direct threat from anti-abortion extremists,
and cause her to adopt disguises and even a personal bodyguard in order to continue her work.
Wicklund's story is gripping and poignant, not only for its numerous personal accounts-including
Wicklund's own experience terminating her pregnancy-but in her consideration of current and
proposed reproductive rights legislation; in addition to eye-opening statistics ("In 2006, 87% of
counties in the United States had no abortion provider"), Wicklund provides a fine resource guide for
further reading. Though a digression concerning her parents' unrelated health issues derails the
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narrative, and she fails to discuss abortion law in other developed countries, this topical memoir will
make a compelling read for anyone interested in women's health and reproductive rights in America.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This
text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Review "(This Common Secret) teems with fascinating, often tragic stories... Wicklund's book is a
compelling account of the hypocrisy and secrecy that surround this subject." The Guardian "This is
shocking stuff, and goes a long way to explaining (Susan Wicklund's) extraordinary sense of being a
woman on a mission... Her book... leaves a vivid impression of the damage inflicted on civil society
when one side in an important debate resorts to terrorist tactics." The Times"
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